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in, that is, "under the control of a person not amenable to our
laws., and who may carry her out of the realm. Then if she is
carried abroad, and the crown devolves on her, as it may any
day, can any situation be conceived more absurd than for the
Queen of this country to be abroad as a subject of a foreign
state? and a subject, by the laws of that state, incapable of
leaving its territory without the consent of her husband?55
For when the Regent's personal wishes were in question
he had a trick of entirely forgetting the welfare of his country.
In April Charlotte wrote to her father, "humbly requesting
to see the marriage contract, a sketch of which she heard from
the Prince of Orange had been shewn to him; she expressed
her uneasiness at not hearing of a house or establishment, and
begged that insertion might be made in the contract of an
article to prevent her being taken or kept out of England against
her inclinations."
No answer came from the Regent, but two days later Miss
Knight was sent for, and found him "greatly enraged," but
at the same time holding out a promise of forgiveness if
Charlotte would withdraw her letter. If she would not, then,
so he threatened, he would bring the matter before the Cabinet.
He added that neither Charlotte nor the prince "had any
business to see the contract... it was a matter to be settled by
fathers." All this unpleasant information Notti was told to
carry back to Warwick House, and to reappear next day at
twelve with Charlotte's answer.
Miss Knight's feelings are not to be envied when the next
morning she was shewn into the Regent's room, for all she had
to bring to him was Charlotte's determination to keep to what
she had written. Fortunately for her, she found the Regent
"less violent than the day before, but very uneasy," and after
a long talk he dismissed her, saying that "the Duke of York
would be sent to talk to Princess Charlotte on the subject."
This was an intelligent move on his part, as there had always
been great affection between Charlotte and her uncle. Accord-
ingly, the following day the Duke and Mr. Adam appeared at
Warwick House. Charlotte interviewed them alone, and
afterwards Miss Knight found her "hurt and agitated";
Charlotte said the Duke was to come next day for her answer,
but that she would write to prevent it, as it was very painful
to her, from her affection for him, to be in disagreement.
It was a day of much coming and going at Warwick House,
for ^in a short time Mr. Adam was back again to tell Miss
Knight that the Regent said he had wished her to be present